
Waves of time
A song of Southwold

by Michael Morpurgo

In memory of my mother and father, who tried.

I wander the streets, the pier and the beaches,
As they must have done,

Ride out through the corn, see larks on the wing,
As they must have done.

Walk on the wild side, lost in the reeds,
As they must have done.

Refrain:

And the reeds whisper:
They came this way, trod these stones,

Seeking never finding, seeking never finding.
Tried but lost their way.

And was the sea this soupy brown?
And did the wind sigh so sad?

Please stay with me, as once we were,
Before the storms of war.

We made a life together then,
Before the storms of war,

Grew our children, watched them run,
Before the storms of war.

Refrain

That was then, and this is now,
I wish it was not so.

You were not there to comfort me,
I wish it was not so.

You left an empty space behind,
I wish it was not so.

Refrain

But here we are now, together again,
The war is past and done.

I am who I was, and you are too,
The war is past and done.

Let's be as we were, and try again,
The war is past and done.



Refrain

You are my old love, but I have a new,
We could not help ourselves.

The space you left, he filled for me,
We could not help ourselves.

I am promised to him, no turning back,
We could not help ourselves.

Refrain

What will I be without you there?
I have dreamed of nothing else.

What of the children, of home and hearth?
I have dreamed of nothing else.
Stay with me and be my love,

I have dreamed of nothing else.

Refrain

They walked the pier, once players there,
The waves of time roll in.

The larks have gone, no song, no trill,
The waves of time roll in.

Lost among the reeds they were,
The waves of time roll in.

Refrain


