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Scunthorpe Co-operative Junior Choir (SCJC) were delighted to be asked 
to both record and premiere this year’s set of commissions from Friday 
Afternoons on behalf of Britten Pears Arts in 2022.

As one of the country’s oldest continually running youth choirs which is, and 
always has been, completely open access, the invitation to be part even a 
small part of the fabric of music education for years to come was an invitation 
that we simply could not turn down. Despite SCJC beginning preparations 
to celebrate their 100th anniversary in 2023, we all relished the opportunity 
offered to us and accepted the project with great delight.

SCJC, BBC Choir of the Year 2008, continues to promote high-quality choral 
training for young people from the Greater Lincolnshire and Yorkshire area; 
training choristers from the age of 3 to the age of 19 across two training 
Choirs and the flagship ‘Main Choir’. Upon discussing the project with the 
team at Britten Pears Arts in January of 2022, SCJC had been chosen for 
this year’s set because of our strong pedagogical approach to training the 
choristers of the future and BPA were keen that young people from across 
the organization were involved in this project; and they most certainly have 
been!

The project began in January when SCJC were issued with the draft versions 
of the scores, with music from Joanna Lee and text based on Andy Shepherd’s 
The Boy Who Grew Dragons. From the outset, the SCJC music team were 
inspired to really pull this project off. As the spring term of 2022 unfolded, 
both the training and main choirs began to learn the repertoire. The music 
team decided that the main choir would learn all 12 pieces with the training 
choirs learning the music for a selection of the works and our very youngest 
choristers taking part through the game-based provision which Joanna has 
include in several of the pieces.

SCJC were delighted to welcome Britten Pears Arts Community Ambassador, 
Charles MacDougall to Scunthorpe to lead both the training and main choir 
rehearsals on Friday 1st April. Charles provided both inspiration and clarity 
to the pieces already learnt with his knowledge of this year’s set. A brilliant 
evening was had by all; choristers and staff alike. 

As SCJC moved into the summer term, focus moved away from the learning 
journey to the performance of the pieces and ensuring that the maturation 
happened at just the right time: the two-week period starting at the recording 
weekend and ending at the world premiere performances. 

The SCJC team work incredibly closely, alongside our committee, to ensure 
the best possible musical opportunities for the young people in our locality. 
We have received unwavering support from the team at Britten Pears Arts, as 
well as being in regular direct contact with Joanna Lee and Andy Shepherd. 
Nothing has been too much trouble for anyone and this has really helped with 
the delivery of the project as a whole. 

I have referred a great deal to the ‘SCJC team’ throughout. SCJC functions 
so well because of the close-knit team. To that end, I have asked Susan 
Hollingworth BEM (Creative Director) and James Longden (Accompanist) to 
write a few words below about their experience of the project.



Susan writes: This project has been a fantastic opportunity for the young 
people of Scunthorpe and North Lincolnshire who sing with SCJC. Following 
those endless weeks of rehearsing on zoom during the pandemic, here is an 
opportunity to work on quality repertoire and strive to make it the very best 
we possibly can. The whole organisation has focused its efforts on learning 
Joanna’s songs, bringing Andy Sheppard’s words to life, learning the games 
and being as musical and creative as possible. It has been a joy to watch 
everyone work hard and grow to love and appreciate the qualities of these 
great songs.

James writes: Being involved with Friday Afternoons 2022 has been a truly 
awesome experience. Having explored the previous years’ sets of pieces, the 
piano accompaniments have always been integral to the performances of all 
the pieces and this set, composed by Joanna Lee, is no exception. The variety 
of musical sound worlds is vast, with a particular focus on bringing the text to 
life, which makes the pieces so exciting to perform. Joanna’s attention to detail 
with performance directions leaves us performers no doubt of her intentions 
and it has been a great musical satisfaction to get our fingers/voices around 
these pieces. It has been so great seeing the chorister get to know and learn 
the set and how much they enjoy them. I am really looking forward to the 
premiere and the daunting task of recording them! 

As Musical Director of this wonderful organisation, it has been a real privilege 
to lead the delivery of this year’s commissions. Friday Afternoons as a whole is 
such a unique and special part of the fabric of vocal education in the United 
Kingdom. Delivering these pieces to both recording and world premiere 
standard has been no slouch, the choristers and the music team as a whole 
have worked incredibly hard and it has been a pleasure from start to finish. 
The support from Joanna, Andy and the team at Britten Pears Arts has been 
superb and I really feel we come to the end of this project as friends; both 
organisationally and personally.

On behalf of the whole organisation, I would like to thank everyone who 
has made the completion of this project possible, in any way. Scunthorpe 
Co-operative Junior Choir has loved the opportunity to work with Friday 
Afternoons and the team at Britten Pears Arts and we hope to work with 
them again in the future.
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